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e e Lower Goldwater Lake Opens
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two lakes is a much needed, new large parking area. This opens up both
lakes to many more visitors, which has been a problem in the past because of
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Upper and Lower Goldwater Lakes Dams
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issue of the day, water. During his term as Mayor
(intermittently between 1879 and 1927), Morris Goldwater
worked on getting adequate water and sewer systems to

Prescott.

The first of the dams, Lower Goldwater Dam was constructed
in 1923 as a surface water storage and potable water
treatment plant, supplying water to Prescott. It has since

been decommissioned.

To supplement Lower Goldwater Lake, Upper Goldwater Dam
was constructed for the City in 1932 as a surface water
storage reservoir. Construction of this dam was in
conjunction with dams on Banning (a.k.a. Bannon) and Miller
Creeks to obtain sufficient water for Prescott's growing

population.

Prior to its recent opening to the public, Lower Goldwater
Lake was used to stock and grow fish which eventually were
transferred and released into the upper lake for fishing
purposes. Only catch and release fishing is permitted at

Lower Goldwater Lake.

Located up in the forest, these smaller Prescott lakes are very
popular during the summer months providing a cool respite
from the heat. Located at an altitude of 6,000 feet, the lakes
are subject to closure for a few days due to snow.
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